
 
 
Update From the Organizing Committee 
(by B. J. Jackson) 
 
It has been a very busy year, but for the most part I am not sorry to see it go.  Let's just say it was a 
challenging growing season and leave it at that.  2011 saw our membership continue to grow as word of 
our existence gets out there to the gardening public.  Word has just been received that Ed Czarnecki has 
attained AIS Garden/Exhibition judge status effective January 1st.  As well, Sandy Eggertson achieved 
Median Iris Society display garden status.  Congratulations on your accomplishments!  You have both 
worked hard and deserve the recognition.  And congratulations, too, to all members for your support of 
our annual rhizome sale.  With your help we managed to distribute more than 300 rhizomes to new 
homes this year and preparations have already begun for 2012.  Again, our thanks to our amazing 
suppliers for giving us the opportunity to get some of the newest and best iris on the market! 
 
This issue is packed with all sorts of interesting stuff.  First up is the AIS RVP Region 21 report on page 
2 followed by a member profile of Tom Davies from Alberta on pages 3 to 6.  That is followed by an 
article on the Victoria convention by Brenda Newton.  You will find it on pages 7 to 10.  Then a piece 
from the AIS website I thought members might be interested in reading on the brand new membership 
option of electronic membership at a significantly reduced cost from the regular membership.  Just $15 
for one year.  Read all about it on page 11 and consider trying it out!  The bulletin itself is worth the 
cost.  The issue is rounded out by the annual Top Performers list along with comments and selected 
photos on pages 12 to 15. 
 
As hard as I tried, I couldn't keep the total pages under 15.  I had to leave out a lot of photos of the top 
performers to fit everything in.  This is not usually a problem.   
 
If you have ideas, questions or concerns, you know how to get in touch with us.  So sit back and relax 
and have a read!  You will be glad you took the time!  And above all, think spring! 
 
B. J. Jackson, jacksonb@mts.net;                                          Jennifer Bishop, jennifer@dataways.com;  
Deborah Petrie, petrie@mts.net;    (or)                                Eleanor Hutchison, eleanore@mts.net 
 
 

The Organizing Committee extends its  
best wishes to you, your family and friends for  

a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy  
and Prosperous New Year! 

For Iris Lovers in the Cold Zones 
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AIS Region 21 RVP Report 
 

By:  Ron Cosner  (E-mail: keighley15@msn.com) 
 

Hello to all our friends up north. I hope all is well with everyone. The weather here is continuing to be 
different. After some early light frosts and below normal temperatures it has been unusually dry and 
warm. We have not had a real significant rain since June. But we are expecting some rain of about a 
third of an inch. Which goes with the trend of what we have got lately, always around a third of an inch. 
 
This really has been a year of differences with a cold wet spring that lasted until June and then hot 
humid but dry as far as rainfall summer. A real trying time for gardeners and growers. But it could be 
worse. As I understand those on the far west border of our region are battling grasshoppers. They seem 
to be very selective which seedlings they chose to destroy.  
 
On a positive note the local iris club of which I am a member had Hugh Stout of Stout Gardens at 
Dancing Tree as a guest speaker. Hugh is doing some really neat things with his hybridizing. He is an 
excellent speaker and gave and enjoyable yet informative presentation. If you get the chance I would 
recommend him as a guest speaker. 
 
The AIS is getting ready for their fall business meeting which is being held in Atlanta Georgia There is a 
full slate of business to discuss. One thing that has already started, is the new e-membership. They offer 
several ways to pay for this new membership with pay pal being the easiest. More to come from the 
meetings.   
 

(Editor's note: please see page 11  for more information on AIS electronic membership). 
 
For the Region, we have many irons in the fire. Some of the things at the forefront are as follows. We 
have set up a committee for changes or updates that may be needed to our bylaws. They should have 
some recommendations for us by our next regional meeting. For those of you who may not know, B. J. 
Jackson has accepted the position of bulletin editor for Region 21 and will be working with Gary 
White over the next year to make this a seamless process. 
 
Other things we are looking into is starting a Region 21 website, it is currently in the preliminary stages 
and we have a working design model. We are also working on judges training/educational sessions that 
would or could be held separate from the regional meetings.  In addition, we are discussing the 
possibility of a super regional which would involve one or more other regions close by which would 
have meetings discussions etc. A couple other discussions center around our current meeting process 
which one part is selecting or not a permanent central location for all our Regional meetings. The other 
parts are how would it be hosted and do we still feel a need for two meetings a year?  
 
If any of you would like to share your comments on these matters or anything else, please feel free to 
contact me and do so. After all this is your Region 21, and we would like all to be involved in making 
our region the best we can. 
 
Thank you and happy gardening. 
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Member Profile:  Tom Davies 
Editor's Note:  Tom gardens in Zone 3a, 60 miles north of Calgary AB.  His biggest challenge, he writes, is wind, 
specifically 'severe westerlies so strong they tear my fences from it's 4x4 moorings even after trying to modify it'. 

 
My Gardening Story 

 
 Autumn is the time I reflect on the past garden season and figure out where I am at and where I 
want to get to before the six month frost sets in.  I suppose I am only battling my own expectations, so I 
must admit that I probably proclaimed more truces than I should have.  Let more than one ambitious 
project slip through my fingers this year.  I keep telling myself that this is an ongoing project and that 
gardening is to relieve stress and not create it.  So I sit and have another cup of tea and try and think the 
garden beds into existence.    
 
 I started gardening in 2002 back when we adopted our son Noah.  I was looking for something 
the whole family might get involved with.  We had just sold our restaurant and although I found 
employment at a popular beverage factory, I was finding myself becoming more and more sedentary.  I 
was used to working 12+ hours a day, six days a week. 
 
 Noah was 2 at the time and in foster care.  His foster parents lived less than 10 blocks from our 
then suburban Calgary home.  His Foster Parents (Cliff and Laurie) had a much bigger city lot and so I 
was in awe to see the wonderful flowers in the backyard.  Cliff is the gardener and his garden was his 
pride.  Still don't remember exactly what it was, but since my first visit to his lovely garden I have been 
hooked.   
 
 Because we had a smaller lot, I started looking at and for small plants and joined the Rock 
Garden club in Calgary.  I am amazed at how serious some people take there gardens.   I also became a 
member of Scottish Rock Garden club.  They offer an extensive seed exchange program and started to 
germinate my own seed.  Along the way I was also became a member of the University of Alberta  
Devonian Botanic Gardens.  They not only offered up seed but also was a yearly excursion into 
Edmonton (that had to be shared with a trip to West Edmonton Mall). 
 
 I found the Cold Zone in April 2004.  There I was able to interact with serious gardeners and 
learn the easy way things work and what probably doesn't work in our gardens. I once mentioned that 
after some thread about Gas Plant that I might like to try one.  Within a week there was this perfect  
dictamnus alba seedling sitting on my doorstep.  I was almost heartbroken that after 2 seasons (before it 
flowered) it was choked out by a geranium.  I felt terrible having to explain to Jennifer Bishop that I 
killed her effort.  That same year, Shauna and Terry Willoughby showed up at my house bearing an 
extravagant booty of lily bulbs.  Where I planted those I was unable to retrieve for we moved at 
Christmas in 07 and the people who took over the property, excavated the area before I could rescue 
them.  In 2005 after pursuing countless threads with Darm Crook we decided to stop in and see him and 
his incredible gardens in the NWT.  For the amount of time we had with him and his family twice as 
much still would not have been enough time to see and absorb all that is there to see. The zone has 
taught me a lot about gardening. 
 
 In and around March the 30th 2007 or so I was perplexed as the new CWIS was being formed.  I 
had happened to run across this website a year or maybe longer and at first thought Irises and rock 
gardening are not compatible.  It was wonderful to see all the grand photos people were posting of the 
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plethora of their irises.  Then I learned something that that got me very interested.  Irises come in small 
sizes too.  What is more, they come in small sizes with huge blooms.   I was hooked and ordered  from 
the annual rhizome sale.  I only got a chance to see one bloom before we moved away and again because 
it was December, it would be hard to find where they were planted, let alone pull them up.  I have also, 
until this year been a novice type gardener.  I planted them because they looked beautiful in the 
catalogue or whatever.  I grew from seed to experiment with arrangements and effectiveness in the 
environment they are best suited to.  I know as the time goes on, rearranging plants every fall will be  
where you find me.        
 
 In the winter of 2007 we moved to a much bigger property and house.  Our house is 107 years 
old and sits on close to an acre total land with which was quite overgrown and somewhat neglected 
when we moved in.  Before I actually saw the inside of the house I fell in love with the potential of the 
grounds.  The house was skidded about 80 feet from its old foundation onto a fully serviced and useable 
foundation.  This house has three insulated floors, (although it does offer a few drafty spots) with 8 
bedrooms and a covered wrap around 12' wide deck.   
 

 
 
  
 When we moved in, there was a 10'x10' garden bed which featured I. Loreley and I. Rhein Nixe 
along with another early blooming Iris I have yet to research which by the way is done right right here at 
CWIS.  BJ and El are amazing at pinpointing the iris from photos.  I have just finished planting the 
above named Irises from other sources to be sure that I do in fact have Loreley and Rhein Nixe.   After 
breaking a clump of Loreley two years ago, this year it sported more than 30 blooms.  I do not know if 
this is usual, but I was certainly impressed. 
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Clump shot of IB Loreley and TB Rhein Nixe, both by Goos and Koenemann 
 in the early years of the 20th century, followed by close up shots.  

 Loreley is on the right and Rhein Nixe on the left (subject to verification).  
 
 
 Last year a small personal prayer was answered.  The prayer went something like this: I hope 
that in the next few years I run into a bunch of rock that I can build raised beds with.  Well, lo and 
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behold, last fall a neighbour who has a house as old as ours propped his house off the original 
foundation and proceeded to dismantle a foundation of quarried sandstone.  I could not believe my good 
fortune.  I am still shaping raised beds with stone and will probably run out sometime this fall.  This is 
where I planted all my SDB's and TB's.  Next year after I work a little on my eavestrough I expect to 
plant a dozen or more IB's and probably some more historic iris to go with the house.  Like any garden, 
mine is a work in progress, and am more than pleased by the way it is coming along. Societies like the 
CWIS and the Zone have been an invaluable source of information and support even if you don't  hear 
from me much.    

         
 
 

 
 
 

  

From left: 
1.  Bringing out the heavy equipment! 
2.  Tiered beds but not many plants yet! 
3.  This year's labor of love...a new iris bed! 
4.  Almost but not quite finished! 

All photos courtesy 
of Tom Davies 
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AIS 2011 Convention: 
Another Perspective 

By: Brenda Newton 
 

Editor';s Note:  After El Hutchison's piece in the Summer newsletter, many members wrote and asked for more!   
Brenda graciously accommodated my request and here is her perspective. 

 
What a crazy time of the year to leave my yard and go away for almost a week.  But, I did and I would 
like to tell you where I went and what I learned. 
 
The American Iris Society holds a convention each year.  This spring, Victoria, BC was the destination. 
In Canada!!!  So, since a number of other gardening friends from Manitoba were going (and my husband 
said, “If you want to go, go.”), I booked a flight. 
 
May 31 
Started the day off right with Chuck Chapman, from Ontario on ‘Rebloom - When, Where and How’. 
He is working on introducing irises that will rebloom for him. He talked about the possibility of 
temperature affecting rebloom, specifically the night time temperatures. Immortality was the one iris he 
mentioned that needed 6 days of minimum temperatures between 15C and 21C.  He had pictures of the 
development of a flower stalk showing the little bend or hook on what looks like a leaf that will form 
into a flower stalk. 
 
Right after his presentation the winner of the Bennett C. Jones Award for Outstanding Median 
Hybridizing was announced.  Keith Keppel from Oregon won. He has won many awards for irises that 
he hybridized over the years, from the SDBs through to the TBs. 
 
Terry Aiken presented next on hybridizing for rebloom in the median irises. He is growing some 
amazing irises that have reblooming qualities to them. 
 
Just outside in the grounds of our hotel the iris committee planted some Siberian irises.  During the week 
we could watch as the flowers unfolded. As I purchased quite a number of new Siberian irises this 
spring, it was really nice to see the same ones blooming there and I am glad I liked them in real life. 

     
 
 
  

From left:  Dirgo Black Velvet (White, 1998), Humors of Whiskey (Schafer/Sachs, 2007),  
Miss Apple (Schafer/Sachs, 2009) 
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Tuesday afternoon we went to the Butchart Gardens. We even were able to find one or two miniature 
irises that they had planted in containers. 
 
There were a few banquets we attended, too.  The opening evening, a painting of 'Banner for Iona' 
Pacific Coast hybrid iris was presented to Iona Campanola for her support of the BC Iris Society.  
 
June 1 
Government House Gardens and Glendale Gardens and Woodland were wonderful.  Seeing all the 
various Siberian and TB irises in bloom as well as the beautiful Pacific Coast irises were candy for the 
eyes!!! The cool weather that BC got this spring delayed the blooming on all the irises and so, only a 
third or less were in bloom in all the gardens we toured, but still a wonderful selection to see.  
 
As Spuria irises are new to me, I was quite taken with the stately look of the flower stalk and flowers.  
Seeing mature blooming clumps of the new introductions of various types of irises made me want to buy 
them all!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bulbous iris at Government House Gardens, such striking colors! 
 
 
 

Left:  So Van Gogh (Schafer/Sachs, 2005), . Majestic Overtures (Aitken, 2006) 



 9

The evening presentation was all about using the species irises for hybridizing and seeing the amazing 
variety of colors and patterns that are in the genetic makeup of the species coming out in the seedlings 
produced. 
 
Facebook was the next topic I went to. Andy Riviola is the administrator of the American Iris Society 
page.  Lots of people there knew nothing or very little about social media and so, the hour was filled 
with all sorts of questions about how it works. 
 
June 2 found us off to the Finnerty Gardens and more iris beds to look at. Besides irises, many other 
plant materials can be found there.  I have a picture of a friend’s cowboy hat on a leaf of skunk cabbage.  
Wow, the size of those leaves!!! All sorts of rhododendrons were all in full bloom in all the gardens 
also. Hellebores, saxifrage, primulas, columbines and many other perennials I didn’t know, all in bloom. 
Beautiful!!! 
 

   
 

Skunk cabbage (Lysichiton americanus), Rhododendrons surround the water at Finnerty Gardens 
 
Royal Roads University and the Hatley Park National Historic Site was the second tour of the day. Some 
of the unique irises there were Fine Mess, Doohicky, Intoxicating, Wright’s Flights, Dividing Line and 
Dazzling. The reflection in the calm waters of the Japanese Gardens and all the flowers blooming there 
was picture perfect. 
 
That afternoon, Keith Keppel’s ‘Oh, to be 25 Again’ presentation was very interesting.  He showed the 
parentage of a couple of his introductions along with pictures of parents and then the seedlings from 
them on the same page. Wow!!! The frills and flounces and the color combinations that were shown 
were amazing!  Such potential exists; if only he was 25 again! 
 
Dorothy Willott gave a presentation on using miniature irises in the landscape.  She and her husband 
introduced many MDBs over the years.   Dorothy and I would often have our breakfast or supper 
together that week. A very interesting lady to get to know! 
 
The Siberian Iris judging presentation was done by Bob Hollingworth of the Windwood Gardens. He 
talked about the chromosome numbers in diploids versus tetraploids and how that affects the look of the 
Siberian iris plant in its foliage, flower and overall look. I found this a fascinating talk.  
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June 3rd was my birthday and what a better place to celebrate it this year than in Victoria at the 
convention!  I chose to go back to Hatley Park along with a bus load of others.  We saw more of the 
irises opening up including Dancing Star and Flash of Light.  
 

  
 

TB Dancing Star (Johnson, 2009) left, IB Dazzling (Black, 2008)right 
 
Then the CWIS members got together and counted ballots for the convention awards.  Everyone 
attending the convention had the opportunity to choose their 15 most favorite irises in the previous few 
days.  We compiled the results that afternoon and were able to show them at the AIS awards later that 
evening.  We were later told that they usually don't get to have the results for the awards evening. 
 
After the supper banquet, the awards were handed out to the deserving recipients. Paul Black’s Dazzling 
won the highest award, the Ben R. Hager Cup.  This iris was the top of the 15 favorites list also. 
 
June 4 
Bright and early we were up and on the buses to the ferry terminal.  It was a beautiful sunny calm day. 
Ted Baker’s home on Salt Spring Island was the first stop. His acreage showcases hundreds and 
hundreds of gorgeous irises. His Sugar ‘n Spice peony had the largest peony flowers I have ever seen.  
Spiers' Studio Garden had many rock gardens and fountains with a view back to the mainland. There 
was such a variety of rock plants in every little nook and cranny! 
  
The Village Market in Ganges was our lunch stop.  Many vendors were there selling everything from 
painted sand dollars, to plants, to jewelry, to artwork, to all kinds of baking and prepared foods. The 
goat cheese varieties were the best!!! 
 
Fraser's Thimble Farms was our last stop of the afternoon.  There were many pink lady slippers, 
hellebores of all kinds, hostas, ferns, and all kinds of other perennials covering the ground and on tables. 
We only were able to spend about 50 minutes there and that simply wasn’t enough.  A whole day 
probably wouldn’t have been long enough. 
 
In summary, that short week was one of the most enjoyable weeks I have spent.  The weather was 
perfect, the company of other fellow gardeners was inspiring, the flowers/gardens were gorgeous, the 
food was excellent and the accommodation outstanding!  This experience has definitely made me want 
to go to more iris conventions in the future. 
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NEWS FLASH!!!  BREAKING NEWS!!! 

(From the AIS website) 

Electronic Membership 

 
AIS Electronic Membership. The AIS announces a new membership service - Electronic Membership. 

Emembership is separate from the normal AIS membership. Emembers do not receive printed copies of 
the AIS Bulletins. Instead, they have access to online AIS Bulletins using an easy to use viewer. 
Emembers also have access to online viewing of The Basic Iris Culture booklet and access to 
irisregister.com, the online iris registration database. Addtitional services may be made available in the 
future. 

As an introduction to Emembership, for a limited time, anyone may try the service by clicking on 
the "Emembers" link at the right and using the ID and Password below: 

ID: Temporary  
Password: Irises. 

(Website address is:  http://www.irises.org/About_AIS/Membership_Info/emembership_info.html) 

In order to view the online publications, users will need the Adobe Flash Player. The Flash player is free 
and may be downloaded from http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/ 

If you have already signed up for Emembership either via the AIS PayPal service or by sending a check 
to the AIS Membership Secretary, you will be given your full subscription time starting after the free 
introduction period. Meanwhile enjoy using the introductory period using the ID and PW listed above. 

Irisregister - Current irisregister subscribers will continue to use that service as they currently do. In the 
future (after we get a few kinks worked out) the then current irisregister subscribers will be made full 
emembers.  

In the meantime, if your current subscription expires, please take advantage of the introductory 
Emembership service which includes access to irisregister. 

Electronic Membership - $15.00 Annual;  Regular Membership:  $25.00, Single, annual; $60.00, Single, 
triennial; $450.00, Single, lifetime. 
 
Join or renew your AIS membership with the on-line AIS membership selection.  Just go to:  
http://www.irises.org/ppal/ppal_main.html and follow the directions. 
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Top Performers for 2011 
(Compiled by B. J. Jackson) 

 
The task of compiling the CWIS list of top performers is always a big one and this year was no 
exception.  My thanks to all who supplied their lists to share with us all.  Maybe next year I can entice 
more of you to participate!  Thanks to El Hutchison, Janet Rein, Sandy Eggertson, Len Giesbrecht, B. J. 
Jackson,  Brenda Newton, Tracy Rosendale, Kate Brewitt and Sandy Proulx for making this piece 
possible.  
 
In all, the 9 participants submitted a total of 63 varieties to the listing.  Of those, there were 4 MDBs, 19 
SDBs,  8 MTBs, 11 IBs, 4 BBs and  14 TBs. One non-bearded variety was also submitted. Only 3 
varieties received more than a single vote.  They were SDB Forever Blue, IB apache Warrior and BB 
Cranapple. No single hybridizer stood out from the pack with the exception in the MTB class.  Of the 8 
varieties submitted there, one-half were the creations of K. Fisher.  
 
So, without further ado, here are the top performers for 2011. My apologies for not including all 
comments and for editing some comments.  Space was becoming an issue so it had to be done if photos 
were to accompany this article.  If no comment is given, initials of the person who submitted the variety 
is given.  Photos immediately follow and are courtesy of those who submitted the variety to the list. 
 
MDB 
Joanna Taylor (J. D.Taylor, 1973) BN 
Maya Mint (A. Malchulak, 1986) Janet says "a lovely color ~ worth the wait as it has taken its time to 
bloom here" 
Puppet Baby (C. Boswell, 1982)  Janet says "~ great increases and lots of blooms" 
Spot of Tea (P. Black, 1989) Janet writes " a favorite of mine ~ lots of blooms over a good period of 
time" 
 
SDB 
Awake (B. Blythe, 2002) EH 
Autumn Maple (John Weiler,1992)  Janet says " another that gives a mass of flowers and keeps on 
blooming." 
Blueberry Tart (C. Chapman, 2002) Brenda says "rebloomed with 3 rebloom stalks on the clump.  First 
rebloom ever in my yard!!" 
Cyclops (C. Chapman, 2003) El writes "love it or hate it. I love it!" 
Down and Dirty (R. Bohrer, 1992) BN 
Extraterrestrial (M. Smith, 2008) El writes "Oustanding!" 
First Sensation (R. Tasco, 2003) El says " What a beauty!" 
Forever Blue (C. Chapman, 1997) - El chose it because it was one of about 10 SDB's that started 
blooming on May 20th, plus it rebloomed at the end of June".  Sandy Proulx wondered "how can you 
not like an iris that blooms in Sept. and October as well as May??!"  
Grapesicle ((R. Sobek, 1981)  Janet says "makes another beautiful mass of flowers and it seemed to 
bloom for a long period of time ~ I love it's big fuzzy purple beard." 
Hoodlum (K. Keppell, 1997) BN 
Irish Harp (A. Bianco, 2008) El wrote "an awesome beauty!  Love it!" 
James Bond (M. Smith, 1996) BN 
Jillaroo (A. Ensminger, 1984) SP 
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Little Sighs (G. Sutton, 2008) Janet says "....I smile every time I see it ~ something about those bright 
blue beards." 
Michael Paul (W. Jones, 1979) Sandy P says "lots of increases, multiple bloom stalks, rich beautiful 
purple colour!" 
Over Easy (C. Lankow, 1990) JR 
Panther (M. Smith, 2004) EH 
Purple Puma (Kasperek, 1997) BJ 
Raspberry Jam (O. D. Niswonger, 1981) Brenda says "large clump in shade under maple tree and it very 
reliably blooms each year"  
Urban Star (J. Stein, 1998) BN 
What Again (A. Ensminger, 1991) Janet says "one of my first bloomers and it just keeps on blooming & 
is the last one blooming practically out of the SDBs!" 
 
MTB 
Ace (L. Miller, 1999) JR 
Bumblebee Deelite (J. & G Norrick, 1986) Sandy P wrote "2nd year blooming here and increasing 
nicely. Multiple bloom stalks with branching.  And it looks like its name!" 
Little Bay Denoc (F. Williams, 1978) Sandy E writes "What a gorgeous blue that is!" 
Look Here (K. Fisher, 2006) El says "and you sure do!" 
Merit (K. Fisher, 1996) Janet says "love this one ~ guess I am another that likes browns ...This one 
really increased a lot" 
Red Trooper (K. Fisher, 2006) Sandy E comments "very vigorous, and the COLOR!  Wow!" 
Rosemary's Dream (M. Dunderman, 1982) El says "always so smooth....had to include it" 
Siren (K. Fisher, 2000) BJ said " This one just glowed in the garden this year. It had excellent branching 
and bud count yet stood tall in some amazing winds. At the same time, it retained its delicate and 
graceful look. A favorite of garden visitors." 
 
IB 
Apache Warrior (A. Brown, 1973)  Sandy P said "first year blooming here for me. Very strong stems, 
even though exposed to northwest winds.  Won a first place ribbon for me at the CWIS show!". Janet 
wrote "love the color of the bloom ~ can't wait till it forms a bigger clump" 
Ask Alma (C. Lankow, 1987) Janet writes " what can I say ~ she makes a beautiful clump with lots of 
bloom stalks" 
Chatterbox (Schreiner, 1978) Janet writes that "it developed into a nice size clump and then this year put 
on a flower show ~ lots of blooms" 
Commotion (V. Craig, 2005) BJ wrote " This one took my breath away! After just 2 years in the garden 
it increased very well and made an outstanding clump. Excellent branching and bud count." 
Concertina (G. Sutton, 1999) BJ 
Jersey Cream (K. Keppell, 2002) SE 
Mini Big Horn (Annand, 1998) BJ says " Absolutely stunning color combo on this one (thanks again, 
El). It drew people to it like a magnet.... such an unusual color combination and that edge!!! 
Minnesota Mixed Up Kid (J. Worel, 2003) Len Giesbrecht says "finally living up to its potential... very 
slow increaser but well worth the wait." 
Pink Pele (J. T. Aitken, 1996) EH 
Precious Little Pink (M. Byers, 1995) Kate said that this iris has been blooming non-stop since July and 
rebloomed into autumn.  "...it is definitely the Best Performer for 2011". 
Raspberry Blush (M. Hamblin, 1976) Janet says "another equal to Ask Alma for performance" 
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BB 
Cranapple (J. T. Aitken, 1995) Brenda Newton writes "it was the People's Choice award winner from the 
CWIS show this year", and BJ says "A hands down winner in this catagory! 7 buds, need I say more???" 
Eramosa Miss (C. Chapman, 1998) - El says it is " such a lovely subtle pink" 
Orinoco Flow (C. Bartlett, 1993) EH 
Yo (A. Ensminger, 1992) Sandy says "This iris struggled for a long time in my garden.  I nearly lost it 
with the conditions over the last two years, and this year, it suddenly got increases and bloomed like 
crazy..." 
 
TB 
Brussels (T. Johnson, 2004) Janet writes "one of my first purchased irises from CWIS sales...it has 
increased well giving me a mass of bloom stocks this year" 
Caliente (W. Luihn, 1968) Sandy P says "first year blooming here.  Extremely tall! between 3 1/2 and 4 
ft.  And a deep rich red colour." 
Celebration Song (Schreiner, 1993) Sandy E says " I got this iris last fall, and stuck it in one of the new 
nursery beds.  The thing is HUGE!  There are 5 fans. One bloom stalk had 4 blooms on it --- in the first 
year.  And the bloom size was magnificent.  And its a lovely color to boot." 
Eramosa Blushing Bride (C. Chapman, 2005) JR 
Frontier Lady (C. Chapman, 2001) Sandy writes ".... such an elegant iris" 
Helen Collingwood (K. Smith, 1949) BJ says " Just drop dead gorgeous and a historic, too. Planted in 
the wrong place, in the poorest of soils, it has thrived.... its classic and stately look drew attention richly 
deserved." 
Magical Encounter (Schreiner, 1999) Len writes "...big and bold, a real nice pink." 
Red Revival (F. Preston, 1977) El says "rebloomed, first time for a TB to rebloom here" 
Silverado (Schreiner, 1987) Len says "an old favorite, one of my bloom one year and rest the next one... 
always a welcome sight." 
Speeding Again (L. Lauer, 1998) Len Giesbrecht says " New from last year.. Fathers Day gift from my 
daughter.. quite intense." 
Supreme Sultan (Schreiner, 1988) Janet commented "It definitely makes a statement in the yard with 
huge blooms." 
Tennison Ridge (Begley, 1989) Tracy wrote " I planted it last year and it flowered beautifully this 
spring. It seems to be growing/spreading quite well and if I recall correctly it had at least two stalks." 
Thornbird (M. Byers, 1989) BN 
Well Endowed (J. Ghio, 1979) BN 
 
Other 
Siberian Rikuji Sakura (Ho Shidara, 1998) BJ commented "For its unique appearance (a flattie) I just 
had to include this one in the top performers list. Still unsure if I like it but it sure had folks talking." 
 

 
BB Orinoco Flow IB Commotion TB Supreme Sultan 



 15

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 

   

From top left:TB  Magical Encounter,MTB  Look Here, Sib Rakugi Saskura,IB  Pink Pele, IB Precious Little Pink, 
TB Silverado, BB Yo, TB Tennison Ridge, BB Cranapple, TB Celebration Song,TB  Ruth Black, IB Mini Big Horn, 

IB Minnesota Mixed Up Kid,TB  Well Endowed, SDB Little Sighs, SDB Irish Harp.  

 


